Many other cities like Samana, Khairabad, Burhan-
pur, Rajmahal, Multan, Masulipatam, were noted for
their handicrafts.
"The fact is there is probably no great people in
the entire world among whom the practical things of
life, that is, the practical activities, occupations and
industries which accompany civilisation, have been
more fully developed than among the people of India
for two or three hundred years, upto the time of the
coining of the British.,. .This is shown by the fact
that their wealth was so great. It was their wealth
that attracted the British. This wealth was created by
their best and varied industries."
SPOILS OF THE PLUNDER
The epoch between 1600 and 1800, according to Ra-
dha Kamal Mukerjee, represented at once the golden
age of Indian trade and industry and the beginning of
her economic downfall that was as sudden as it was
complete and unprecedented. No wonder between the
battle of Plassey in 1757 and the Battle of Waterloo
in 1815 about 1000 million pounds were transferred
from Indian hoards to English banks. "Possibly since
the world began no investment has ever yielded the
profit of the spoils of Indian plunder, because for
nearly fifty years Great Britain stood without a com-
petitor." The historian H. H. Wilson in 1813 observed
to the same effect. "British goods were forced upon her
(India) without paying any duty and the manufac-
turer employed the arm of political injustice to keep
down and ultimately strangle a competitor with whom
he could not have competed on equal terms."
After the Battle of Plassey "the shower of wealth
fell copiously on the company and its servants.  A sum